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War, when he doubled the income tax for the first
half of the year.
** The expenses of war are a moral check, which
it has pleased the Almighty to impose upon the
ambition and lust of conquest that are inherent in
so many nations. There is pomp and circum-
stance, there is glory and excitement about war
which, notwithstanding the miseries it entails, in-
vests it with charm in the eyes of the community,
and tends to blind man to those evils to a fearful
and dangerous degree. The necessity of meeting
from year to year the expenditure which it en-
tails is a salutary and wholesome check, making
them feel what they are about and making them
measure the cost of the benefit upon which they
may calculate. It is by these means that they
may be led and brought to address themselves to a
war policy as rational and intelligent beings, and
may be induced to keep their eyes well fixed upon
the necessity of the war into which they are about
to enter, and their determination of availing them-
selves of the first and earliest prospects of conclud-
ing an honourable peace.'*
This was thought no fit way for the Chancel*
lor of the Exchequer in a war cabinet to speak*
" Moreover, only a few weeks later, when affairs
became more serious, Gladstone himself was com-
pelled to borrow on Exchequer bonds in anticipa-
tion of taxes? But he showed no lack of courage
or promptitude in meeting the growing demands
of the war : for on May 8th be produced another